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“Even today, Jesus is born of 

Mary and the Holy Spirit“. 

+ L.J. Cardinal Suenens 

 

Jesus Christ, communicated by the Holy Spirit 
+ L.J. Cardinal Suenens 

“God has no other voice,  

no hands, no feet but yours 

with which to take the Gospel throughout the world.” 

Frank Duff 

 
The call to bring about a renewed evangelisation of the world involves 

every Christian, not by virtue of an additional mandate, but by the very fact 

of their being baptised. The Second Vatican Council brought this to our 

attention. There are no Christians 'exempt' from the duty of testifying to 

the faith: the methods will vary according to the concrete circumstances of 

life, but the fundamental duty applies to us all. 

 

 

We have to admit honestly that most Christians, even those who are practising, have not yet understood that all 
Christians must spread Christianity and that anyone who has been evangelised must become an evangeliser. The 
church is still a long way from being in a 'state of mission' and we must still clear the road that is blocked by false 
excuses which can reduce the Christian to silence, to a state of neutrality. We must courageously denounce the 
sneaking temptation to sing dumb, and exorcise the silent demon within, along with the false excuses. 
 

The two duties of state  

Not infrequently the call to spread the gospel meets with a response of non-acceptance, in the name of the 
pressing duties of one's state in life which, we claim, absorb the limited energy and time available. This refusal 
recalls a scene in the Gospel where those invited to the wedding feast decline the invitation on grounds of other 
priorities and pressing commitments: "I have bought a farm and I must go and see it; I have bought five yoke of 
oxen and I must go and try them out; I've just got married and all my time is taken up". 

Of course the duty of being an apostle, which is an integral element of our Christian life, does not necessarily 
mean that we have to take part in a particular movement or other. There is room for all kinds of different forms of 
apostolate, but this fact does not excuse us from carrying out the first duty of our state: that of a baptised person. 
There are the duties of our human state and those of our Christian one, and they must be harmonised. Moreover, 
in everyday life we have several duties of state to carry out at the same time, arising from family, career, society. 

Christians who are aware of what it means to be baptised keep to the fore the chief duty of that state, which is to 

love and serve God with all our strength and others as ourselves. This has far-reaching consequences and involves 

making choices and sacrifices: there is always going to be a price to pay if I opt to give up a certain amount of my 

time to serve my neighbour voluntarily in different ways. Offering our services freely like this implies sacrificing 

money or personal comfort… 
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Two kinds of poverty  

Just as there are two kinds duties arising from our state in life, the natural and the supernatural, so there are two 
kinds of poverty to be assuaged. There is human poverty to be addressed under all its forms (famine, plaque, 
catastrophe, etc.). This kind of poverty is more immediately moving, because it is more readily seen and touched 
than the second kind. What makes people so miserable, even if they are materially wealthy, is spiritual distress, 
in particular the loneliness or confusion of young people who look to drugs or sexual liberty for false reasons for 
living. When we speak of being witnesses to Christ, a vast arena opens up and challenges us. 
 

The two kinds of witness  

Finally, we must differentiate between two kinds of witness: the impersonal and the personal, which in fact 
overlap. The witness given by catechists, religion teachers, preachers, is impersonal in the sense that its first aim 
is catechesis and religious formation, but the teachers will be all the more effective if they are also 'witnesses'. 

Not everyone is called to this kind of evangelisation, but everyone is called to be a personal witness, to give 
account of "the faith that is in them", as St Peter enjoined. And that arises from life itself, from the desire, 'always 
and everywhere', in little ways and in great, to be a person in whom the Gospel is seen lived out in daily life. 

The Christian of today is put under pressure by the prevailing culture to avoid being a spoilsport, to adopt the 
standards of the time, to be seen as inclusive and respectful of all shades of opinion, going along with the life-
style of others without questioning or appealing to any objective criterion of truth. Above all, we must never 
pronounce the word 'sin': that would be the worst of bad taste. In such an atmosphere, how are we to express 
and confess our faith? What is more, the insidious temptation which tries to reduce the Christian to silence is 
based on a few specious arguments. 

 

"Whatever the gift that you're willing to present 

to God, do not forget to entrust it to Mary,  

because grace goes back to the donor through 

the same channel that brought it. " 
   (St Bernard, 12th century) 

We are very often invited to offer reductions on costs 

for sending rosaries and various evangelization tools 

to economically weak countries. We are grateful for 

financial support. 

Bank Information: IBAN : BE15 0011 7774 7930 

 BIC : GEBABEBB 
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