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He has looked upon the misery of his servant 
By Rombaut NANA, Moderator of the Community of the Magnificat 

"The Magnificat is the Canticle of Hope, the Canticle of the People of God on the march through 
history. It is the Song of so many Saints, some known, others, much more numerous, unknown, but 
well known to God: mothers, fathers, catechists, missionaries, priests, sisters, young people, also 
children, grandfathers, grandmothers: they faced the struggle of life carrying in their hearts the hope of 
the little ones and the humble". (Pope Francis - Homily on the Assumption in Castel Gandolfo on 
August 15, 2013) 

The Magnificat as a program for life 

Mary's words wonderfully explain how she experienced two inner movements. The first movement is 
that of God towards her soul: God touched her and released a flow of graces that Mary describes as an 
inner exultation or thrill of joy. Mary says that God inclined towards the poverty of her heart. This is an 
experience that Jesus often had (Luke 10:21). Jesus describes it as an exceptional bliss that even kings 
and prophets have not known (Matthew 13:16-17). The second movement is the one that brings Mary 
to others, so her heart is turned towards the poor, the humble and the hungry. 

The Magnificat, a canticle of the poor 

God looks at human misery because man is often powerless to eliminate it himself. In Africa, we are 
well placed to understand this. When poverty is in a person's life and when it is experienced as an 
existential drama, an isolation, an inner prison... the world often has no solution for it. Only God can 
deal with a deep poverty. When it is rooted in the structures and in the mores, making victims in the 
whole society, whether it comes from armed or socio-political conflicts, bad governance, ethnic 
oppositions... poverty is not eradicated by governments, by vicious social structures, by cooperation 
agencies that only partially help. Only God can act where human arrogance reaches its limits and 
especially among people who have suffered so much from poverty. 

Magnificat Community and FIAT apostolate 

We must thank Cardinal Suenens who taught the Catholic Charismatic Renewal to welcome the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit in the perspective of this double movement "ad intra and ad extra", for 
our spiritual edification and for our evangelization. Cardinal Suenens specially helped us to understand 
that Mary is the first laboratory that the Holy Spirit used to test human docility to every project of God 
for the Church and the world. 

If we are at this symposium, it is because in 1984, intending a session at Paray-Le-Monial, we had the 
opportunity of listening the conference of Cardinal Suenens on FIAT prayer and the importance of 
entrusting ourselves to Mary in order to receive the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Since then, 
Magnificat Community, born in 1982 in Kinshasa, from the Charismatic Renewal Movement and 
present in about fifteen dioceses of the Congo Kinshasa, with members in the Central African Republic, 
in Congo Brazzaville and in Europe, has committed itself to living and making known the FIAT prayer.  
This prayer has a great catechetical value to stimulate faith and evangelization. It is proposed to people 
we welcome for the first time in seminaries and other evangelization campaigns.  
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The poor always teach us. 

One day, at the airport of the city of Mbandaka, I met a kid of about twelve years old, who was doing 
the job of shining shoes for travelers. He offered to shine mine for a small fee of 300 Congolese francs 
(30 cents). I accepted to help him; I really didn't need it. But I did it to help him. When I talked a bit 
with him, I learned that he was not studying because he did not have enough money, 6,000 Congolese 
francs (2.5 Euros), he told me. I was upset.  I gave him 10.000 Congolese francs, a sum he had never 
received. He looked at me, upset. I told him that it was for his school fees, and he thanked me a lot.  I 
was proud to have helped, and I told my companions about it, because we were on a mission to 
analyze the prohibitive school fees. I repeated this story many times to show how unjust our 
educational system was, perhaps also to show how good a Christian I was, attentive to the poor. 

Two years later, I was again in the same city, at the same airport. This time I had no money in my 
pocket. It was noon and I was hungry. A kid approached me and offered me the shoeshine service 
again. I had vigorously refused because I couldn't pay him anyway. The kid was so insistent that he was 
almost pestering me. I resisted for a while. Then he offered to shine my shoes for free. I was surprised 
and asked him why he was going to do it when he was looking for the money. He looked at me calmly 
and said, "You don't have any money, I can help you. I told him no, because I was not a needy person, 
he was. He said: "Still here, in this airport, a man like you, had given me one day 10.000 Congolese 
francs, and I paid the school fees with this sum. He didn't know me and did it for me. Why shouldn't I 
do it for someone like you? I recognized the boy, just as the disciple on the road to Emmaus had 
recognized Jesus at the breaking of the bread. Without telling him, I let him do it. I was so moved and 
ashamed that I wanted him to go away quickly. I didn't want to believe that he was an ordinary boy. I 
was convinced that he was a little angel that God had sent to teach me a lesson. At that time, I had 
given 10.000 FC without feeling anything, it was extra money from my pocket that I gave. But I was 
proud of it and I told many people. This time, I was without money, certainly by negligence, but 
ashamed that this kid was lecturing me, offering me a free service, without boasting.  

The most important thing when we face poverty is that we can help people to feel that their dignity is 
preserved, that they are able to receive and give, too. On our side, every time we have more, or we are 
in a position to give service, we run the risk of lacking humility and of not receiving at the same time as 
we give: to receive the smile, the spiritual poverty of the other, to receive friendship... the poor can 
also give and sometimes better than we can.  

A fruitful apostolate in the service of the poor 

During our forty years of community experience, we have learned to develop apostolates that reach 
the poor of all categories: urban and rural, young and old, in marriage and in celibacy or widowhood.  
The easiest thing to give the poor is material goods and money. The hardest thing to give to the poor is 
peace and inner healing, the restoration of their destroyed or reduced humanity. 

- Women alone in accompanying the sick at home 

In a country where the health system is in decay and where the medicines that people buy are often 
sold on the street and mostly pirated or outdated, hospital care is sometimes a real luxury.  It is 
understandable that only people who have a little money are treated in the hospital and that those 
who, as someone said, are waiting to die do not deserve the attention of nurses. These are the ones 
who are often refused or evacuated from the hospital to wait for death at home, without nursing care, 
without hygiene care and without dignified human assistance.  Hospitals do not know and do not 
practice palliative care. The critical issue of the dying persons in Africa is not about euthanasia, but 
about dignified and correct health care from the hospital or the families. They are already condemned 
by the disease and are suffering another condemnation from society through contempt, isolation, 
stigmatization. 
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For the past twenty years Magnificat Community has been accompanying people in at terminally phase 
of disease through palliative care at home. These are patients who are discharged from the hospital 
because their cases are considered hopeless. They are often hidden by family members to protect their 
dignity. But in addition to the physical pain, they experience themselves, their situation as a great 
suffering of rejection and isolation. The grace these people receive is often that of reconciliation with 
family members, acceptance of their situation with less revolt and reconciliation with God whom they 
accused before of injustice. Palliative care is not well known in public health services in Congo. The 
palliative care service offered by Magnificat Community is provided by the poorest among us, specially 
by women living alone and even elderly. It is the poor who volunteer to help other poor people. 

Women Alone with Jesus, is a movement of Magnificat Community, started in 1987 to accompany 
unmarried women, often in single-parent families. In Africa, unmarried women, because of divorce, 
widowhood, or involuntary celibacy, are often victim of stigmatization and lack of consideration. 
Indeed, living in a masculinized society, where women carry all the burden of household chores, a 
woman who does not have children is more to be pitied because of the lack of respect she may suffer 
from those around her.  Thus, the movement of women alone with Jesus helps women to recover their 
dignity as daughters of God and their place in the Church and in society. In addition to serving as 
liturgical ornaments and assisting the parish priest in bringing communion to the sick, many serve in 
the accompaniment of the sick for palliative care at home. This movement of women alone with Jesus 
is widely spread in the parishes and has made the community and its spirituality known. 

- Accompanying prisoners 

When we speak of prison in the Congo, we mean a place not only of deprivation of freedom and 
movement, but of deprivation of rights and dignity. There are nearly four thousand prisoners in the 
large Makala prison, crammed into cramped cells, eating a paltry meal a day.  Many of them have been 
awaiting trial for years or have no case files and are forgotten. This prison is a hellish place where the 
defendants harbor plans for ruthless revenge against their opponents.  

Several Christian groups visit the prisoners and bring them food and clothes. For nearly twenty years 
Magnificat community has been conducting a ministry of accompanying prisoners in the two large 
prisons of Kinshasa. We have seen tremendous transformations during the “life in the Spirit” and “inner 
healing” seminars we have organized there. The prisoners tell us: "Many groups come to us with 
clothes and food. But what the members of Magnificat Community bring to us is more than that.  That 
is why we are always present at your meeting." In fact, several dozen prisoners give testimonies of 
their conversion, commit themselves to serve in catechesis with their fellow prisoners and forgive their 
tormentors or adversaries.  This is the case of a dozen people, unjustly condemned to death in the 
assassination of former President Laurent Désiré Kabila, and whom we accompanied through the inner 
healing session. They overcame their revolt and depression until their release, twenty years later. They 
were reunited with their families, completely transformed, and committed to the Church. 

- Apostolate of Education 

In 1971, the Mobutu government nationalized the schools after a falling out with Cardinal Malula.  The 
Church no longer had the right to teach religion in schools. The educational environment gradually 
sank into anti-values, including the payment for services rendered.  In 1985, during the Mobutism 
political regime, The Magnificat Community has decided to launch an elementary school as a testimony 
of their faith, with three objectives: to initiate the children to Christian life, to ensure the quality of 
education, and to ensure a fair remuneration for the teachers. With the help of Christian volunteers, 
the school buildings were erected in the city of Lemba in the center of Kinshasa. We created the first 
private community and Christian school in the country. The success was simply spectacular: the school 
made unbeatable scores in its geographical area, especially in the evaluation tests at the end of 
elementary school. Students are taught to pray in the Catholic faith. Several parishes have replicated 
the model later on. This was our goal: to be an imitable sign for a society in the frantic race towards 
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selfish materialism and without mercy for the poor. Thirty-five years later, the school is still standing 
and we have three in Kinshasa and one in a provincial town, with nearly 1500 students in all. The result 
is the same from the point of view of the quality of the education, the faith initiation and the 
dedication of the teachers. The school in the center of the city receives a little more in fees (40 Euros 
per month), the one in the outskirts receives a third, and the one in the province receives a third of the 
fee of the outskirts. The revenues of the school in the city center offset the costs of the schools in the 
outskirts and in the provinces.  These costs are about one third of what the private schools charge 
parents, with teacher salaries that are almost the same. 

The testimony of our apostolate in education is very strong. It is a challenge to the political-
administrative and ecclesiastical authorities, and to the educational actors in general. The education of 
youth is an apostolate and not a business.  The school is a place of initiation to moral and Christian 
values. The Christian can and must commit himself to changing the world through his service to youth. 
The crises and poverty in a country like the Congo stem from, among other things, its inability to 
provide quality education and values to its youth. 

- At the service of the Church and at the request of the Church of the Deep Congo 

The call of the Church to evangelization by the laity is today more pressing and even crucial. There are, 
as the encyclicals on the apostolate of the laity say, missionary situations to which only the laity, 
because of their state, their profession, and their experience, are able to respond more effectively, or 
else only they have access to make the voice of the Gospel and the message of the Church heard. What 
makes them stronger and more useful is the fact that they are sent by the Church itself.  

The rural areas, plagued by the exodus of young people, because of the isolation due to bad roads, in 
short, a poverty imposed by the bad governance of the country, are sometimes experiencing a decline 
in the Christian faith and particularly in the practice of the sacraments that the cities ignore. For a long 
time, the cities have had a deceptive attraction on the young villagers who leave their countryside in 
masses, to overpopulate the urban centers. Likewise, evangelization agents are fewer in number and 
lack the means of work to ensure sufficient pastoral coverage in rural areas. It must also be said that 
the social realities are different, and priests are not always specifically trained to succeed in a pastoral 
ministry based on effective approaches of a new evangelization which remain to be reinvented. We are 
naturally talking about openness to the Holy Spirit to discern new methods and find the best attitudes 
in a difficult and sometimes ambiguous social and cultural context. The Christian faith today evolves at 
two speeds between the city and the countryside. Some reduce this challenge to poverty, which is 
more accentuated in the villages than in the city. This is not the only reason. As one bishop told us, the 
villages need to be evangelized first, by a strong witness of faith and not only by the administrative 
organization of the catechesis of the sacraments. 

Two rural parishes have invited Magnificat Community for a pastoral collaboration for the 
evangelization in the villages. Thanks, in particular to the young people of the Community who go there 
for short-term missions, we are witnessing a real spiritual awakening in these areas, the fruit of the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit. This is manifested by an important influx of villagers to the mass, the 
sacraments, and the activities of the parish.   

Indeed, when young people from the villages hear other young people from the city who believe in 
gospel values more than in worldly attractions, they are very touched and ready to believe in Jesus 
whom their friends have chosen to follow. When they see this attention from the city people towards 
them in a selfless way, the villagers are willing to open their hearts and seek what they lack most, 
namely the knowledge of Christ and not material well-being. 

When the intensity of community life in the villages is eaten away by the influence of individualism 
created by the urban lifestyle, the villagers are touched by the witness of the brotherhood in Jesus 
Christ of those who are not of the same village, tribe, and age... they believe in the strength that 
achieves all this elsewhere and that they lack. Then they are ready to ask for it as the Samaritan 
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woman said to Jesus: So Lord!  Give me this living water, so that I may never thirst again! So they ask 
for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit! 

May the Lord continue to bless what Cardinal Suenens has undertaken and which he is using to 
advance our faith and evangelization in the Church and the world. 


